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Zoom Features



Mass DEP Presentation

John Fischer, Deputy Division Director, Solid Waste

RecyclingWorksMA Presentation

Abbey Massaro & Heather Billings, Environmental Specialists

Waste Disposal Bans Q&A

Patrick Worley of Worleybeds & Erik Dyson of HandUp

Judy Lambert of Needham Community Council Thrift Store &

Nicole Pellagrino of Helpsy

Susan DeCourcey of SMART

Q&A and Wrap up

Rebecca Burstein of Bentley University & Ben Grossman of SwagCycle

Agenda



Resources for Textiles, Mattresses, 

& Food Waste Diversion

RecyclingWorks MA is funded by MassDEP, delivered under contract by the Center for EcoTechnology

recyclingworksma.com
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RecyclingWorks Hotline

Interpretation Services Available in Over 100 Languages

info@recyclingworksma.com

888-254-5525

mailto:info@recyclingworksma.com


No-Cost Technical 

Assistance

Evaluate existing waste streams

Identify opportunities to prevent, 

recover, and divert waste

Employees education and training

Customized waste bin signage

Cost analysis for starting or 

expanding a waste diversion 

program

Connect with waste haulers and 

processors recyclingworksma.com/how-to/recyclingworks-technical-assistance/

https://recyclingworksma.com/how-to/recyclingworks-technical-assistance/
https://recyclingworksma.com/how-to/recyclingworks-technical-assistance/


Commercial Food Waste Ban

recyclingworksma.com/commercial-organics-waste-ban/

Effective November 1, 2022:

Entities generating 1/2 ton or more of food material per week

https://recyclingworksma.com/commercial-organics-waste-ban/


Estimating Food Waste Generation

recyclingworksma.com/food-waste-estimation-guide

https://recyclingworksma.com/food-waste-estimation-guide/


Food Waste Estimation Guide

recyclingworksma.com/food-waste-estimation-guide

New Updates

Sample 

calculations 

reflect ½ ton 

food waste per 

week

https://recyclingworksma.com/food-waste-estimation-guide/


recyclingworksma.com/source-reduction-guidance/

recyclingworksma.com/donate/

recyclingworksma.com/local-health-department-guidance-

for-commercial-food-waste-separation/

https://recyclingworksma.com/source-reduction-guidance/
https://recyclingworksma.com/donate/
https://recyclingworksma.com/local-health-department-guidance-for-commercial-food-waste-separation/


recyclingworksma.com/johnnys-luncheonette

Educational signage for staff 

and customers

Collects 600-700 pounds of 

food scraps per week for 

composting

Reduced nuisance conditions 

in trash area

https://recyclingworksma.com/johnnys-luncheonette/


MassDEP Disposal Ban on Textiles

Applies to all textiles including bedding, clothing, curtains, 

fabric, footwear, towels, and similar items.

Must be dry and free of mold, bodily fluids, insects, oil, or 

hazardous substances.

mass.gov/guides/textile-recovery



Highest & Best Use: Resale

Donate & Repurpose (not 

resold, but reused or 

upcycled)

Wiping Cloths

Shoddy



TEXTILES GUIDANCE

recyclingworksma.com/how-to/materials-guidance/recycle-textiles/

TEXTILES GUIDANCE

How to connect with a textile reuse organization or processor

Factors to consider

Type

Quantity

Preparation

Transportation

On-site bin for different sectors

Textile destruction

https://recyclingworksma.com/how-to/materials-guidance/recycle-textiles/




Blue Q

Donates thousands of items to ServiceNet, a 
human services organization in Western 
Massachusetts.

Items include excess, new inventory 
of toothbrushes, socks, oven mitts, and dish 
towels.

RecyclingWorks connected Blue Q to the 
Massachusetts Housing and Shelter 
Association 

recyclingworksma.com/blue-q-donates-items-of-utility-and-personality/

https://www.servicenet.org/
https://recyclingworksma.com/blue-q-donates-items-of-utility-and-personality/


MassDEP Disposal Ban on Mattresses

Applies to mattresses and box springs. Excludes mattress 

pads, toppers, pillows, sofa beds and futons.

Must be dry and free of mold, bodily fluids, insects, oil, or 

hazardous substances.

mass.gov/guides/mattress-recycling



Mattress Recycling

At processing facilities, 

mattresses are inspected and 

treated for bed bugs.

Deconstructed through 

manual and mechanical 

processes.

Materials are separated and 

sent for recycling or 

repurposing.

recyclingworksma.com/how-to/materials-guidance/recycle-mattresses/

https://recyclingworksma.com/how-to/materials-guidance/recycle-mattresses/


Technical Tips for Starting a 

Mattress Recycling Program

Keep them dry and as clean as possible

Drop off: call ahead to confirm

Pick up: minimum quantity likely. Live-load from garage 
or storage container, or storage trailer swap

On site dismantling may be available if too dirty for 
pickup. 

Some municipalities using mattress bags: $10 giant bag 
to keep dry before it goes out on curb

recyclingworksma.com/how-to/materials-guidance/recycle-mattresses/

https://recyclingworksma.com/how-to/materials-guidance/recycle-mattresses/


Ecos Properties

Worked with LRP to recycle mattresses

Donated motel items to local shelter

Massachusetts Housing & Shelter Alliance



QUESTIONS?

info@recyclingworksma.com

888-254-5525

www.recyclingworksma.com



Who is Worleybeds and what do we do?

Why is recycling important?

How does our program work?

Our partnership with Hand Up


