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WASTE REDUCTION OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR BUSINESSES & INSTITUTIONS

Zero Waste Amherst July 22, 2020

FREE ASSISTANCE FOR 
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Evaluate existing waste streams

Identify opportunities to prevent, recover, and divert waste

Empower employees through education and training

Create customized waste bin signage

Conduct cost analysis

Currently offering remote or in-person assistance

Technical 

Assistance



Translation 

Services



MASSACHUSETTS WASTE BANS
(Include but not limited to the following materials)

Commercial food waste (applies to entities generating more than 1 ton per 

week, changing to ½ ton per week effective Nov. 1, 2022)

Cardboard & paper

Metal, glass, and plastic containers

Construction & demolition materials

recyclingworksma.com/waste-bans-and-compliance/

White Goods



TEXTILE DISPOSAL BAN

Effective November 1, 2022.

Includes clothing, footwear, bedding, towels, curtains, fabric, and similar 

products 

https://www.mass.gov/guides/massdep-waste-disposal-bans





Where Do Textiles Go?





MATTRESS DISPOSAL BAN

Effective November 1, 2022

Includes mattresses and box springs, except for those contaminated with 

mold, bodily fluids, insects, oil, or hazardous substances 







FOOD WASTE RESOURCES

Food Waste Estimation Guide

Source Reduction Guidance

Source Separation Guidance

Donation Basics



Restaurants

Supermarkets

Offices

Hospitality

Healthcare

Colleges & Universities

Stadiums/Venues

Sectors

recyclingworksma.com/how-to/business-sector-guidance/

Diverting Food Waste

Recycling Cardboard, Paper, and 

Containers

Takeout packaging

Waste Ban Compliance Tips

Training and Signage

Case Studies

Resources



Compost Site Technical Assistance

Agricultural, municipal or private facility that currently engages in composting 

materials including food materials

Agricultural, municipal or private facility that currently does not engage in any 

composting but would like to begin composting, including accepting food 

materials

Smaller sites such as community gardens (by request)

Business or institution that would like to begin composting food waste on-site



• Food Service 

Contracting 

• Composting and 

Recycling Education

• Engagement is key



• Plan early to get 

materials out

• Money saved, and 

materials reused

• Positive impact in 

the community 



Partnerships with Impact

Industry Associations

Municipalities

Chambers of Commerce

Municipal Assistance Coordinators

Community Organizations



Thank You!

Contact Info

Abbey Massaro | CET

Abbey.Massaro@cetonline.org

RecyclingWorks Hotline 

(888) 254-5525

Info@RecyclingWorksMa.com 

www.recyclingworksma.com


