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Americans waste enough food to fill the “Rose Bowl” every day. 
(Bloom 2007)
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How much food are we throwing away 
every year?

 In total, just under 34 million tons of food 
waste was disposed of in landfills/incinerators 
in 2009 (14% of the country’s total waste stream)

 Less than 3% of food waste was recovered for 
recycling  (composting) in 2009 (EPA, 2010)



Food waste is a problem because it impacts the 
economy.

 Financially, wasted food costs America more than $100 billion
annually (Bloom, 2007)

– Disposal cost of municipal waste management

– Over purchasing costs

– Cost of lost energy
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The United States spends 19% of total 
energy on food, while food production in 
developing countries represents 50% to 
80% of energy expenditures. Nonetheless, 
the United States spends three times as 
much energy per capita on food 
production as developing countries.

China
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Source: Pimentel “Food, Energy, And Society,” CRC Press (2008), p. 7.



It impacts society.

 50 million Americans, or 14% of American 
households, were food insecure in 2009 (USDA).

 Food insecurity can 
increase the 
likelihood for an 
individual to have 
major health 
concerns.



It impacts the environment.

 Food that enters a landfill 
produces methane, a 
greenhouse gas with 21 times 
the warming potential of CO2

 Food production impacts 
water quality, soil 
productivity, and contributes 
to about 13% of the nation’s 
greenhouse gas emissions.
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Federal Green Challenge Food Waste Goals



EPA’s Toolkit for 
Reducing Wasted 

Food and Packaging
A Guide for Food 

Services and Restaurants

http://www.epa.gov/foodrecovery/tools/index.htm 



Toolkit for Reducing Wasted Food and Packaging
The Materials
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• Customized logs and Excel Spread Sheet

- Track daily amount, type and reason for wasted food & packaging

- Tool generates customizable paper logs

- Enter data into Excel spreadsheet tool

- Tool creates graphs and data summaries to identify patterns 

• Guidebook

- helps turn audit results into action
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Conducting a Food Waste Assessment

The Materials
• Guidebook

• Narrated Slideshow
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