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“Let Nothing Be Wasted”
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Total MSW Generation by Material



Hunger in America



Food Waste Recovery Hierarchy*

 Source Reduction – Reduce the volume of food 
waste generated 

 Feed People – Donate extra food to food banks, 
soup kitchens and shelters

 Feed Animals – Provide food to farmers 

 Industrial Uses – Provide fats for rendering and 
food discards for animal feed production 

 Composting – Convert food scraps into a nutrient 
rich soil amendment 

 Landfill Waste

* US EPA has developed a food waste recovery hierarchy to illustrate 
how productive use can be made of excess food. The hierarchy 
emphasizes practices that provide the greatest ecological, economic, 
and social benefits, with disposal as the last option.



Liability Protection

Bill Emerson 

Good Samaritan Food Donation Act

Public Law 104-210, signed in 1996

Liability Protection, except in cases of 

Gross Negligence or Intentional Misconduct



FDC Harvest Program

 From 18,000 Locations

Restaurants, Universities, Hospitals, Airports, Motorways, 

Malls, Grocery Stores…

 To 9,000 Recipients

Shelters, Rescue Missions, YMCA afterschool programs, 

Salvation Army, Boys & Girls Clubs, Food Banks…

 In U.S., Canada, Ireland & U.K.



Who Donates?



Why Donate?

 Employee Morale

 Quality to the Customer

 Waste Reduction / Sustainability

 Social Capital

 Tax Incentives Encourage Donations



Who Gets The Food?



What’s Involved?

 Food Safety is First

 Identify Potential Donation Items

 Select Qualified Agencies

 Provide Ongoing Support & Management

 Track Donations

 Calculate & Report Savings



Harvest Program Materials

Labels

Storage Bags & 

Twist Ties

Cambro® Pans



What’s the Process for Food Service?
Identify Store

Package

Measure

Record



What’s the Process for Grocers?

Identify Package

Scan

Weigh

Store in 

Cooler or 

Freezer



What’s the Process for Ready-To-Eat?

Identify 

Surplus

Safely 

Package

Record 

Amounts

Store in Cooler 

or Freezer



What’s the Process for Agencies?
Pickup

Transport

Serve or Distribute



What’s the Impact at Charites?
40 million pounds in 2014 

(1.8 million pick ups)

Over 400 million pounds 
(meals) since 1992



Harvest eLog Mobile 

Tracking Donations

Easy to use tracking system

 Donation amounts entered daily/weekly 

 Harvest eLog Mobile tracks all donations

 Donation data is entered by donor into eLog Mobile 

 Local Food Charity picks up food

 Charity will be provided a link to the 

Donation Acknowledgement Form (DAF) 

from eLog Mobile and signs DAF electronically



Harvest eLog Mobile

TOUCHTOUCH

TOUCH CLICK



Harvest eLog Mobile



Harvest eLog Mobile



eLog Mobile Donation Verification



eLog Mobile Charity Signature



Initiate Recall Search 



Data Find



What are the Tax Incentives?

“C” corporations 

IRC 170(e)(3) encourages donations with 

an enhanced tax deduction.

The enhanced deduction is the lesser of 

One-half of the Gross Profit or Basis Cost. 



Example Benefit

Food Item

Product 

Sold

Surplus Not 

Donated

Surplus 

Donated

Sales revenue $10.00 $ .00 $ .00

Base cost (food & direct labor) 3.25 3.25 3.25

Gross margin / (loss) 6.75 (3.25) (3.25)

Enhanced tax deduction -- -- (3.25)

Total income/(deduction) before 

tax    

6.75 (3.25) (6.50)

Tax (assumes combined federal 

and state tax rate of 37%)

(2.50) 1.20 2.40

Gross margin/(loss) after tax $4.25 $(2.05) $(.85)

In this example, donating reduces after tax cost of surplus food by 59%.

Tax Savings Example



So, What are the Advantages?

 Proven program

 Variety of food and consistent supply

 Local availability – Readily accessible

 Immediate impact on the lives of people

 Positive impact on environment

 Free to hunger relief organizations

 U.S. Congress encourages with tax incentives



Steve.dietz@foodtodonate.com

www.foodtodonate.com

1-800-831-8161
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