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Donating Surplus Prepared Food and
Source Reduction of Food Waste
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RecyclingWorks in Massachusetts

e Online Resources
e Email and Phone Hotline
e Technical Assistance

* Events and Workshops

e C&U and WasteWise
Program Administration

Recycling Assistance for Businesses & Institutions

S - w_

RecyclingWorks in Massachusetts is a recycling assistance program that helps businesses and institutions maximize recycling,
reuse, and food waste diversion opportunities.

LIST YOUR BUSINESS MORE INFO ABOUT RECYCLINGWORKS

GET HELP FROM'A RECYCLINGWORKS RECYCLING EXPERT




ﬁ Food Waste Estimation Tool g s

Restaurants

Click here for a printable, fill-in version of this Commercial Food Waste Disposal BEan threshold estimation

E—'J-ic": for restaurants.

Average Measurement Material
Meals Served 05  Ibs/meal Food waste
Full-Time Employees 1,500 Ibs/employeefyear Food waste
Disposed Waste : :
[ Full Senice] 66 % of disposed waste by weight Food waste
Disposed Waste . .
[Fast Food] 51 % of disposed waste by weight Food waste

If you serve 4,000 meals in one week, then:

0.5 |bsfmeal * 4,000 meals servedfweek = 2 000 |bsfweek = 1 ton of food waste in one week

https://recyclingworksma.com/food-waste-estimation-guide/



mq UMass Amherst RECYCLINGWORKS

Kitchen Source Separation
Instructional Video

Best Practices

 Employee training
and signage

e Collection bins

e Contamination

 Potential for cost
savings

Instructional Video: https://youtu.be/5iL296nTFo4



ﬁ Food Donation Guidance
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FOOD DONATION GUIDANCE

Source Red
Rechuses tha woiirs of sus

Search

May 03, 2017

Green Your Bottom Line in Food & Beverage

Businesses
I

May 04, 2071

College & University Spring Forum

www.RecyclingWorksMA.com/donate



Harvard

Food Law and Policy Clinio

Legal Fact Sheet for Massachusetts Food Donation:
Liability Protections - July 2015

Businessas and nanprofics that pravide ar racaive donatad food are generally well-pratected by hwe designed to
pravids immunity from lability related ta such donations. The federal Bill Emersan Good Samaritan Foad
Donation Act provides liabilicy protaction for fand doners; and Massachusetts’ Good Samaritan law provides
additional liabllity protection Lo businesses n the state.

The Emerson Good Samaritan Act

The Bill Emerson Gead Samaritan Food Donatian Act [the Emerson Act) provides a federal baseline of protection
for fand donars. The Emersan Act covers individuals, businesses, non-prafit arganizatians, and the officers of
businesses and non-profic e alsa cavers gh dividuals that harvest. donated agricultural crops
@ a nonprafic organizatian that distributes to the needy.’ These individuals and businesses are pratected so lang a5
they donate qualifying types of lood in good faith.

+  Qualifying Food: The donated fiood must be “apparently wholesome™ or an “apparently fic grocery
praduct’” and meet “all quality and labeling standards imposed by Federal, State, and local laws and
regulations,” even i i 1s not “readily marketsble due to appearance, age, frashness, grade, size, surplus, or
ather canditions. "

= Exception for Reconditioned Food: Even if a foad does not meet all applicable standards, the daner
<an sill be protected by the Emerson Act as long as {sjhe fellows all of the Act’s reconditioning
pracedures.” which include:

1) The donor informis the nonprofic of the nonconforming nature of the preduct;
2)  The nanprofit agrees to recandition the item so that it is camplianc; and
3} The nonprofit knows the standards far reconditioning the irem.”

The Emerson Act pratects most but not all donations of qualifying fond. In order to get protection, the transaction
must be structured such that
1} The donar donates ta & non-profic organization.*
2} This nonprofic organization that receives the donated food distribures it to needy populatians.”
Dircct donations fram the donor to needy individuals do not seem ta be protected by the Act®
3) The uktimare recipients do no pay for this donated foad,’ However, if ane nonprofic danates food to
anather nonprofit for distribution, the Act allows the first nonprafit to charge the distributing
nanprofit a nominal fe to cover handling and pracessing costs."”
So long as these criteria are met, the Emerson Act 1s quite protective of denors, and does not hold a denor lable
unless the dofiar acts with grass negligence or intentional misconduct, !
+  Gross Negligence invelves “valuntary and conscious conduct {ineluding a failure o act)” by a person or
orgnization char knew when the donation was made that the donared food was likely t have harmful
health impacts.'*

47 US.CA 51791 [West 2015)
NIRRT
" Thereis an exception for mislsheled food products that are “not readily marketable* which can also be protected sa long as
the donar explains the mislabeling to the danee, znd the donee has sufficient knowledge to and does recandition the product
1o mest applicable standards. id. §1792(b){1-2).
Legat Guid ta Food Recovery, U. Ask. LM, Derror Ashe. & Faon Law 10 (2013), auoliabie ot
- ! To-Food-F el

£ 1d.

® Ihe Act defines 3 non-prafit as an incorparated or unincorporated entity that satisfies thess recuirements: {1} operates "for
celigious, chartable, or educational purposes” and (2) “daes not provide net earnings ta, ar operdte in any other manner for
the benefit of any afficer, empioyee, or shareholder.” 42 U.5.C.A 51791(b]ig) (et 2015)

Tid 51790c).

2 Seeid

* 1. §1791 (b33,

",

1. 51791c}(3).

Food Donation Laws and Liability Protection

Harvard

Food Law and Policy Clinic

A Division of the Center for Health Law and Palicy Innovation

Legal Fact Sheet:
e Date Labeling
e Tax Incentives

e Liability Protections

http://lwww.recyclingworksma.com/donate



mq UMass Amherst Case Study «cicwons
[ MASSACHUSETTS |
Food Recovery Across the EPA Hierarchy

e UMass follows the EPA Food Recovery
Hierarchy when prioritizing food
recovery efforts

RecyclingWorks MA Case Study | Food Recovery, Across the Hierarchy... @ 4

Source Reduction

Reduce the volume of surpius food genersted

e UMass Dining saved e e
$750,000 over the past : “‘“‘““m-vﬂ-phrmw
three years by reducing
wasted food

MORE VIDEOS

" [ 2 ﬁ 0:48 / 6:51

2 Youlube [

Video and Written Case Study:

https://youtu.be/ZmdvRoY?2bjU
https://recyclingworksma.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/0 | /UMassCaseStudyFINAL- | A pdf



RecyclingWorks Hotline
(888) 254-5525
info@recyclingworksma.com

www.RecyclingWorksMA.com




