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Recycling Market Changes
 China major importer of recyclables from US
 Greatly reduced tolerance for contamination in baled recyclables 

 Driven by Chinese government policy
 Has slowed the movement of materials, dropped demand for recyclables and 

lowered value/raised costs of recycling
 Biggest problem materials – plastic bags, food, “tanglers”

 At same time, lost primary Massachusetts glass recycler
 Big impact on glass recycling



DEP Response to Recycling Market 
Changes
 Outreach and Education
 Recycling Assistance
 Recycling  Business Development



Outreach and Education
 Recycle Smart Education Initiative

 www.recyclesmartma.org
 Focus on top 4 contaminants
 Partner program launched 9/26/18; over 100 partners 

already

http://www.recyclesmartma.org/


Recycle Smart Web Site



Recycle Smart Web Site



Recycling Directory



Smart Recycling Guide



Join Us!



Make sure that you:
 Conduct regular and timely communication with hauler 

on recycling quality and contamination
 Provide clear signage and direction
 Ensure materials collected are recyclable at MRFs
 Identify materials to collect separately



Business Development
 Recycling Business Development Grants
 Round 1 awarded $1 million in grants to six companies

 1 for mixed recyclables
 1 for glass
 1 for plastic
 3 for clean wood

 Round 2 currently evaluating
 Received 9 applications totaling  $3.3 million

 Recycling Loan Fund loans



Recycling Market Investments
 Seeing stabilization in recycling markets
 Trend of Chinese paper companies investing in US 

capacity
 Plastics, paper and food/beverage cartons  
 Still strong global fiber demand

 Local and regional investment in glass recycling 
operations

 Continuing challenges
 Low material prices, increased transportation costs
 Localized MRF capacity issues in Massachusetts



What You Can Do
 Use & share RecycleSmart MA tools

 Sign up to become a partner
 recyclesmartma.org 

 Request no-cost RecyclingWorks technical assistance
 recyclingworksma.com 

Contact Information:
John Fischer
(617)292-5632 john.fischer@mass.gov

https://recyclesmartma.org/smart-recycling-guide/
https://recyclingworksma.com/
mailto:john.fischer@mass.gov
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